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About Summer Stories 2024

Who is FEEST?

Why Storytelling?

Week 1: 
The Tree of Oppression
& Intro To Zine Making

Week 2: 
Comix & Political Cartoons

Week 3: 
All things Creative Writing

Week 4: 
Zine Creation & Celebration Day

Special Thank Yous



Summer Stories is all about embracing the power of
storytelling, especially for those whose voices are
often silenced. Throughout the summer, we
explored different art forms like writing, collage,
and comics, with an emphasis on each student’s
agency to share their experiences—whether light-
hearted or heavy. We had everything from oil
pastels to sticker machines, creating space to
experiment and express ourselves!

But it wasn’t just about the art. Social justice and
community organizing were laced into everything
we did. From daily invocations rooted in the words
of powerful organizers to workshops that pushed
us to think deeper about our world, we connected
our stories to the bigger picture. And of course, we
bonded over amazing food, supporting local BIPOC
businesses and centering around the idea that food
is a powerful glue across cultures, connecting us to
one another and what matters most. 2

FEEST trains youth of color
and working-class youth to
build collective power and

organize for transformative
and systemic change in their

schools.

Our power comes from
building a strong base,

developing youth leaders,
and running dynamic,

radically joyful campaigns
for systemic material change.

Our work is both youth-led
and multigenerational.
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If we look back at history, many movements for justice,
and social change had 2 major components...

Youth!

Art!

&
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The power of storytelling is timeless. It’s
an art form that transcends generations,

evolving across different mediums.

Art can spark awareness, stir rage and
sadness, tell untold stories, and ultimately
guide us back to peace.

Storytelling holds immense power because,
too often, our narratives are stolen and retold
by others. We’ve seen libraries burn and
history rewritten by those who oppress us.
That’s why it’s crucial—not just to tell our own
stories—but to amplify and deeply listen to the
voices of those around us.

This is how we reclaim our truth. 5



“We are in an imagination battle.

Trayvon Martin and Mike Brown and Renisha
McBride and so many others are dead because, in
some white imagination, they were dangerous. And
that imagination is so respected that those who kill,
based on an imagined, radicalized fear of Black
people, are rarely held accountable.

Imagination has people thinking they can go from
being poor to a millionaire as part of a shared
American dream. Imagination turns Brown bombers
into terrorists and white bombers into mentally ill
victims. Imagination gives us borders, gives us
superiority, gives us race as an indicator of ability. I
often feel I am trapped inside someone else's
capability. I often feel I am trapped inside someone'
else's imagination, and I must engage my own
imagination in order to break free.”

― Adrienne Maree Brown, Emergent Strategy:
Shaping Change, Changing Worlds

Daily Invocation:

The Tree of Oppression & Intro to Zine Making
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The Tree of Oppression
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The Tree of Oppression is a visual tool that helps people understand the
deeper, systemic causes of issues like racism, or inequality. 

It shows how surface-level problems ("leafs") are connected to
institutions ("trunk") and rooted in systems of oppression like White

Supremacy or capitalism. By addressing these root causes, we can work
toward real, lasting change rather than just temporary solutions. 7



“The Three Radical Truths of
Community Organizing:
 
1. Heart work is hard work. 
2. You have to keep dancing
even when you can’t hear the
music.
 3. The path that makes you
afraid is the path to take.” 

– FACE LA. 

Intro to Comix & Political Cartoons 
Daily Invocation:
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“Kindness goes a long way!” 

That’s words that I stand by,
especially in a world that can
sometimes be full of hate
and evil! 

So many people that come to
the U.S.A. came for the
opportunities that you & I
have. 

So why treat them
differently?

Let’s be kind. 
10

All Things Creative Writing
Daily Invocation:

“Forget talent. If you have it, fine. Use it. 

If you don’t have it, it doesn’t matter. As
habit is more dependable than inspiration,
continued learning is more dependable
than talent. 

Never let pride or laziness prevent you
from learning, improving your work, and
changing its direction when necessary.
Persistence is essential to any writer — the
persistence to finish your work, to keep
writing in spite of rejection, to keep
reading, studying, submitting work for
sale.” 

-Step 7 of Octavia Butler’s Writing Advice.  
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Zine Creation & Celebration Day
Daily Invocation:

“When I dare to be
powerful, to use my
strength in the
service of my vision,
then it becomes less
and less important
whether I am afraid.”

― Audre Lorde
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to all of the amazing local businesses that
provided our lunches for Summer Stories!

Salima’s Specialties

Sma5h Burger

Supreme Wings
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